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I1linmois’ Judicial Disciplinary System

1970 Illinois
Constitution,
art. VI, sec. 15

J

Two-Tiered
System

Judicial I1linois Courts
Inquiry Board Commission




Judicial Inquiry Board

Investigates grievances Files and prosecutes
against Illinois judges complaints with the
Illinois Courts
Commaission




I1Iinois Courts Commission

Hears and decides the complaints filed by
the Judicial Inquiry Board

Determines whether to discipline a judge

Reprimand Censure Suspension Removal Retirement




IllIinois Courts
Commission

- Seven Commissioners
- One Supreme Court Justice
- Two Appellate Court Justices
- Two Circuit Court Judges
* Two Public Members

- Commaission decisions must
be a majority and are final




Who 1s
complaining
about judges?

Which judges?

And what did
they do
(allegedly)?



Number of Complaints

JIB Requests for Investigation by Source

507

18 31

LITIGANT/FAMILY MEMBER/FRIEND LAWYERS/OTHER JUDGES ANONYMOUS LETTERS, CONCERNED
CITIZENS, COURT STAFF, NEWS

REPORTS, WITNESSES




NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS

JIB REQUESTS FOR INVESTIGATION BY
JUDICIAL OFFICE

523

32

I !

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES APPELLATE/SUPREME JUDICIAL CANDIDATE




Requests for Investigation by Court Division

Mortgage
Injunctions

Evictions, H
Garnishment
4%

Contracts, Personal
Injury, Malpractice
8%




Subject Matter of Requests for Investigation
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What happens with
all these complaints?



Closure After

JIB Receives Board Review

Request for Closure After
ioati Investigation
Investigation R
Investigates Closure
Judge Gives
Sworn
Testimony Complaint Filed

with Courts
Commaission




I1Iinois Courts Commission

Hears and decides the complaints filed by
the Judicial Inquiry Board

Determines whether to discipline a judge

Reprimand Censure Suspension Removal Retirement




Disposition of Commaission Cases
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Reprimanded

10

Censured

Number of Complaints

115

Suspended

10

Removed

1

Retired

33

1

Dismissed Resignation
after findings of
fact made




I1Iinois Courts Commission

www.1llinoiscourtscommission.gov

About Rules Process Commission Cases Resources Contact Opportunities
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